
CALTFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

oRDER NO 91-165

AMENDING CEASE AND DESIST ORDER NO 88-174

RHONE-POULENC BASTC CHEMTCALS COMPANY
MARTINEZ, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The california Regional water Quality Control Board, San Francisco
Bay Region (herein called the Boaraf finAs that:
t-.

2.

3.

4.

Rhone-Poulenc Basic chernicals co. (herein called thedischarger) owns a class r disposar site'subject, to the Toxic
lltr.cleanup Act of 1994, loclt,ed adjacent to the carquinezstraight in the town of Martinez, in -contra costa coun€y.

two lined surface impoundments, designated as evaporation pond1 and 2 occupy an area of 11 acres and rrrere used to storeextracted 1ow pH giroundwater containing zinc and other heavymetars which leached from buried cindeis and srag wastes.
The two areas of buried minerar wastes are known iespectivelyas the north and south ore bodies. The south ore body ialocated on land owned by the discharger, whereas the north orebody is rocated on land owned by the state of california, and
rnanaged by the State Lands Commission.

These two surface j-mpoundrnents contain liquid hazardous wastesproduced by purnping contaninated. groundwater out of the orebodies. As part of the Board approved closure, the dischargerconstructed a rnetaLs recovery plant to treat the pond wastes.
The Board adopted a cease and Desist order No. 88-174 onDecernber 2L, 1988, requiring in accordance with therequirements of TpcA, thtt the discharger cease placing orstoring ligyid hazardous wastes or hazardous wastes contaiiringfree liquids into the two surface irnpoundments by June L;1991, and close the impoundments by December 31, rggr. Thedischarger has failed to meet the June L, 199L and will notmeet the December 31, 1991 deadline, due to unforseentechnical and pernitting problems.

cLosure of the ponds wilr be accomplished by continuing toresolubil-ize and reclaim the metals fron the sludges unti:-- tfreconcentrations are below hazardous or practicil leachablelevels' rf the practical leachabre levels are above thehazardous waste levers, the discharger will be required tofurther remediate the sludge by -otrrer means until thenonhazardous waste ,revels are Jchieved. The discharger
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6.

encountered numerous problems hrith the handling of the sludgesand the operation of the recraiming operation.- Most probl6rns
have been diligently and successfurry resolved. To date theequivalent of about 47o,ooo pounds of elemental zinc have beenrecovered from pond wastes and about 1.9 milrion pounds ofzine/iron sulfate product have been produced for iare as afertilizer.

The discharger has construct,ed and is operating a metalsrecovery and acid neutrarization prant used to treat andprocess the pond wastes as described in Finding 5. Asignificant rernaining problem is disposar of the treatedwastewater stream generated by the metals recovery operation.This wastewater stieam contai-ns up to r-2g sodium iul'rate and,therefore, cannot be discharged vi-a the existing shallow wateroutfalr due to. p.otentiar satinity impacts on the recei..ringwaters. Reclaiming operations had to ue srowed down due tolinitation of the_ storage capacity for the wastewater stream,which is recycled in thL leichinf operation. The dischargerprans to construct a new deep wlte-r outfall to replace thecurrent outfall. rt is anticipated that a nehr deep wateroutfall will- allow the controlled discharge of sodium sulfatein an environmentally acceptable manner, under a new NpDEspernit to be issu_ed uy tne goard. Fulr capacity opeiation tocontinue^ pond crosuie can reconmence aiter a 'a""p wateroutfarl is constructed and the waste stream in pona 
-i 

can bedecanted at a controlled rate '- -----

Pursuant to the california Environmental euality Act, thedischarger has prepared an lfnitial Studyr ior sdUrnittat tothe state Lands co-mrnission, designated as the lead agency andthe. Departrnent of Fish 
"'"q eaie, the u.s. Army torp" ofEngineers, the Bay conservation and oevelopment con-rnission andthis Board, to obtain the necessary permits for constructionof !h" . .d""p water outfall anld 

- wastewater discharge.construction and operation of the deep water outfall willconmence as soon as all approvals are obtained.
rssuance of the amended order is exempt from the provisions ofthe california Environmental eualit'y act leubr-ic Resourcescode section 2 looo, €t. seq-l in iccordance with section15321' .chapter 3, Title L4 of the california code ofRegurations because this is an enforcement action of aregulatory agency.

Th. discharger subrnitted a Report of waste Discharge onJanuary 29 , 1990, to suppremeirt the requireurlnts-- or theHydrogeologic Assessmen€- Report (HAR), meeting therequirements of section 25208.8 or tne Hearih and safety code.
The Board has notified the discharger and interested agenciesand persons of its intent to issue-this Amended order and has
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provided thern with the opportunity for a public hearing and to
submit their written views and recornmendations.

1l-. The Board in a public hearing, heard and considered ar1
comments pertaining to this matter.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to Section 13301 of the Californiawater. code, that Rhone pourenc Basic chemicals co., Martjnezfacility, Cease and Desist from violating the Toxic pits CleanupAct of 1984 as follows:
l-. Close a1l hazardous waste surface impoundments at the facilitypursuant to a closure plan approved by the Board. Closure iidefined in Section 25208.2(dl of th; California Hea1th andSafety Code, and the closure plan shall be in accordance withsection 2597 of chapter 15, oivision :, Title 23, carifornia

Code of Regulations

2. Achieve TPCA compriance by December 30, Lgg4-, by subrnittingtechnical reports acceptable to the Executive officeidocumenting cornpletion of work as detailed below.

Activitw Compliance &

Rept. Date

L. Present an alternate remedial strategy toachieve non-hazardous levels, if contlnuingprocessing of contaninated sludges does not
achieve non-hazardous levels.

2- comnence operation of the deep water outfalr 04/o]-/g23- Describe the results of ruonit,oring of the os'/o]-'/92initial deepwater discharge
4. Empty liquids from both ponds via the OLlot/s4

deepwater outfall and qornply with cessatLon of
discharge

5.
6.

Develop a pond Closure plan
Complete pond closure in accordance with the
approved closure plan
Prepare a final closure report

03/ot/e4
L2/30/e4

04 / oL/ es7.

3. fn the event that one or more of the dates set out above cannot be met due to cj.rcumstances beyond the control of thedischarger, immediately notify the -Board in writing of tnecircumstances that cauJe the c6npliance date to be rniJsed, .rraprovide a proposal for correcti6n.
r, steven R. Ritchie, Executive officer, do hereby certify theforego_ing is.a full, true, and correct copy of an orier adoptied bythe california Regional water Quality conliol Board, san FranciscoBay Region, on November 20, 1991

/t {'/ .,\ /', /
'''i-r' '/ft'-ASteven R. Ritchie

Executive Officer
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Stauffe Chcmlcal Conpany
Mertlnez, Californle


